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Recollections of Jerusalem vividly opens up to us a world very different from our own. It affords

the rare opportunity to see major world events through the eyes of one shaped by them, but

unable to influence them. At the outset of World War II, the author, still a young child, travelled

to Jerusalem with her mother on pilgrimage. Prevented by the conflict from returning to their

home in Yugoslavia, they began a new life, intimately entwined with the city of Jerusalem. In

Jerusalem Anya was raised in the spirit of Holy Russia, manifested in the life of the Russian

Ecclesiastical Mission, the Mount of Olives convent, the Gethsemane convent, and the

Bethany School. Her spiritual life was nurtured by St John (Maximovitch) of Shanghai and San

Francisco, Archbishop Antony (Sinkevich) of Los Angeles, Archpriest George Grabbe, Mother

Mary (Robinson), and in particular the English priest-monk Lazarus (Moore). Through Anya's

eyes, we gain new perspectives on their lives and ministries. Her experiences in Jerusalem

would sustain her faith during later years, following her marriage in America, when the Church

was geographically distant from Anya and her burgeoning family. Ultimately they would lead her

back to the Holy Land with her husband and children. From a historical perspective, these

recollections offer a window into the struggles and aspirations of the Russian diaspora after the

Communist takeover of their ancestral homeland. It shows how events such as the Bolshevik

revolution, the Russian civil war, and the Arab–Israeli conflict have shaped present realities.

“A natural storyteller, Skaife writes with affection and insight about these powerful,

unpredictable and highly intelligent birds.” (Guardian (UK))“This is a charmer! Life with the

legendary ravens at the Tower of London! Chock full of wild things you didn’t know.” (Margaret

Atwood)“What a terrific book. . . I learned so much about ravens, and even things I didn’t know

about the Tower. It’s like spending a long evening with a bottle of whisky as a wise

Ravenmaster tells you everything you need to know.” (Neil Gaiman )“[Skaife is] a born

storyteller with a gift for banter . . . . beguiling, fascinating, and highly amusing.” (Helen

Macdonald, The Atlantic)“Lively and cheeky. . . . Balancing fascinating tidbits with macabre

details, [Skaife] titillates as he educates, rehabilitating the gloomy reputation of the raven.

Skaife’s conversational style and disarming candor make this a rollicking tale fit for nearly any

armchair adventurer.” (Publishers Weekly)“A riveting read . . . witty and bewitching.” (Winnipeg

Free Press)“A delightful read from a masterful—and very funny—storyteller. [The ravens are]

much like us: brave, silly, ruthless, charming, unpredictable, brilliant, lovable, and

complex.” (Jennifer Ackerman, author of the New York Times–bestselling The Genius of

Birds)“Christopher Skaife adores his birds with every fiber of his being. His knowledge and love

of the ravens fly off the page in The Ravenmaster.” (Caitlin Doughty, author of Smoke Gets in

Your Eyes)“Christopher Skaife is both a ravenmaster and a master storyteller. Compulsively

readable—I devoured the book in a single sitting!” (Lindsey Fitzharris, author of The Butchering

Art)“Christopher Skaife’s tales contain not only comedy but also tragedy, frustration, love,

hubris, fear, foolishness, compassion, and uncertainty. Keeping the ravens requires constant

negotiation with them, in which, as Skaife repeatedly observes, we learn not only about corvids

but also our own role as human beings.” (Borix Sax, author of City of Ravens) --This text refers

to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorChristopher Skaife is Yeoman Warder

(Beefeater) and Ravenmaster at the Tower of London. He has served in the British Army for

twenty-four years, during which time he became a machine-gun specialist as well as an expert



in survival and interrogation resistance. He has been featured on the History Channel, PBS,

the BBC, Buzzfeed, Slate, and more. He lives at the Tower with his wife and, of course, the

ravens. Follow him on Twitter: @ravenmaster1. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition

edition.From the Back CoverFor centuries, the Tower of London has been home to a group of

famous avian residents: the ravens. Each year they are seen by millions of visitors, and they

have become as integral a part of the Tower as its ancient stones. But their role is even more

important than that—legend has it that if the ravens should ever leave, the Tower will crumble

into dust, and great harm will befall the kingdom.One man is personally responsible for

ensuring that such a disaster never comes to pass—the Ravenmaster. The current holder of

the position is Yeoman Warder Christopher Skaife, and in this fascinating, entertaining, and

touching book he memorably describes the ravens’ formidable intelligence, their idiosyncrasies,

and their occasionally wicked sense of humor.Over the years in which he has cared for the

physical and mental well-being of these remarkable birds, Christopher Skaife has come to

know them like no one else. They are not the easiest of charges—as he reveals, they are much

given to mischief, and their escapades have often led him into unlikely, and sometimes even

undignified, situations.Now, in the first intimate behind-the-scenes account of life with the

ravens of the Tower, the Ravenmaster himself shares the folklore, history, and superstitions

surrounding both the birds and their home. The Ravenmaster is a compelling, inspiring, and

irreverent story that will delight and surprise anyone with an interest in British history or animal

behavior.--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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Penelope, “Five Stars. wonderful first person recount!”

Stuart Dunn, “Memoir of Anya Derrick. Recollections of Jerusalem is the autobiography/memoir

of Anya Berezina Derrick. Anya Derrick was born in Yugoslavia in the 1930s. She was named

after her grandmothers, both named Anna, and her birthday was close to the feast day of St.

Anna. Her mother was a nurse and her dad was stationed at a military base near Belgrade.

Unfortunately, he took ill with tuberculosis. Anya and her mother were on a pilgrimage in

Palestine when World War II broke out, and Anya's mother was hoping to bring back a garment

for Anya's father to wear which had been blessed on Christ's burial place. Unfortunately, they

were never able to see him again. They were unable to return to Yugoslavia, and were forced

to seek asylum in Palestine in 1939. Her father died in 1944, and her mother died without ever

finding out what happened to him or where he was buried.The book isn't all heartache and

tragedy, though there is a bit of it in this book. This book also is the coming of age of a young

girl. We see and get to read her interactions with great spiritual fathers and mothers, like Fr.

Lazarus Moore, St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco, Mother Mary and Archbishop Antony.

We also get introduced to her husband Wayne and her children. She tells a cute story about

giving birth to twins, her 13 month old son hearing the birth sounds, and climbing out of his crib

to come see what all the noise was. I can't imagine having that many children that young, but

she was blessed. Other stories in this book include her visit to the Holy Land with her oldest

son, and her family's eventual return to the Holy Land during President Carter's tenure in

office.I'm not really sure how to review this book in all honesty. It's like reviewing someone's life,

and how do you do that? In this book I learned a bit about Serbia, the Russian Orthodox

Church, the Holy Land in the time of World War II and afterwards. It was an interesting read,

and one you should check out if you are interested in any of the subjects I just mentioned.”

Natalie, “Five Stars. I would recommend this book for everyone.”

The book by Christopher Skaife has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 4 people have provided feedback.
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